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Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 , 5, 6 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT, for the 
following reasons: 

1.1 Claim 1 

Document D1 discloses, in terms of claim 1 , (the references In parenthesis applying to this 
document): a method for operating a push-to-talk communication between a PoC group 
consisting of at least of one member of a first communication networ1< (Figure 1-122) 
operated by a first network operator, and a PoC-group consisting of at least of 
one member of a second communication network (Figure 1 - 124), operated by a second 
network operator, using a PoC application server in each communication network (Figure 1 
- 1 06, 1 1 5, 1 1 6), comprising the steps of: 

- connecting the members of the PoC-group of the first network operator 
with the members of the PoC-group of the second network operator, by 

- connecting the members of the PoC-group of the first network operator 
from the side of the second network operator, 

- connecting the members of the PoC-group of the second network 
operator from the side of the first network operator 

and synchronising the PoC application senders to each other. 

(Column 1. Lines 44-47; Column 2, Line 6-16; Column 7. Lines 36-38; Figure 1 Fiaure 2 - 
208, Figure 3 -308,310) ' 

1 .2 Claim 5 

The subject-matter of independent claim 5 corresponds in terms of system to the subject- 
matter of independent claim 1 . The objections raised In respect of independent claim 1 , 
therefore, also apply, mutatis mutandis, to independent claim 5. 

1 .3 Claim 6 

The additional features of dependent claim 6 are also disclosed in D1 (Figure 1). 
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2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT. because the 
subject-matter of claims 2. 3, 4 is not inventive in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT for the 
foliowing reasons: 



2.1 Claim 2 



Document D1 discloses, in temns of claim 2. (the references in parenthesis applying to this 
document): a method for push-to-talk communication between the members of an existinq 
push-to-talk communication session within a first communication network, operated bv a 
first network operator (Figure 1 - 122). and a group of an additional communication 
network, operated by a second network operator (Figure 1 - 122). using a PoC application 
server in each communication network (Figure 1 - 106, 1 15, 1 16). 

The additional steps contained in independent claim 2, namely: 

- connecting the additional group to eacti of the existing groups of the 
session, and 

- synchronising the PoC appiication sender of the additional group to the 
previously synchronised PoC appiication senders, whereby the PoC 
application sender of the additional group is identified by an address 
derived from the group address 

are either in principle directly derivable from the disclosure of document D1 or anyway 
they are regarded as being merely one of several straightfonvard possibilities from which 
the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the exercise of 
inventive skill, in order to solve the problem posed. 

2.2 Claims 3, 4 

Dependent claims 3, 4 do not appear to contain any additional features which in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, involve an inventive step 
because the subject-matter of said claims is regarded as being merely one of several 
straightfonward possibilities from which the skilled person would select, in accordance with 
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circumstances, without the exercise of inventive skill. In order to solve the problem posed. 
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5 Push>to-Taik Interworking 

The present Invention relates to Interworking between separate 
csommunlcation networks using dfalied connections and especially to a push, 
to-talk communication method and system for enabling a subscriber to 
3 communicate with one or more subscribers of one or more communication 
networks without using a dialling procedure. 



It is state of the art to use a dialling procedure in digital communication . 
systems to set up a communication path between two subscrlbere of a 
communication network or two subscribers of different communication 
networks. 

U.S. patent No. 6 304 558 B1 discloses a network dispatch management 
system for providing a dispatch service to dispatch clients via a packet- 
switched network, like the Internet. This also includes a packet-swltched 
communication originating from a wireless communication system. 

It is the object of the present invention to propose methods and systems for 
providing Push-to-Talk services between subscribers of different operators. 

According to the invention this object is achieved by providing methods and 
systems as disclosed in the independent claims. 

Other features which are considered to be characteristic for the invention an 
set forth in the appended claims. 
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The invention provides solutions for Pusii-to-Talk services interworking 
between different network operators, e.g. interworking between Operator 1 
and Operator 2. As tiier© l8 no standard medianlsm specified in order to 
realize the intero/orking the following technical solution Is proposed. 
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Claims 

5 

1 . Method for operating a push-to-taf k communication between a PoC- 
group consisting of at least of one member of a first communication network, 
operated by a first network operator, and a PoC-group consisting of at least of 
one member of a second communication network, operated by a second 
3 network operator, using a PoC application server In each communication 
network, comprising tlie steps of: 

- connecting the members of the PoC-group of the first network operator 
with the members of the PoC-group of the second network operator, by 

. connecting the members of the PoC-group of the first network operator 
> from the side of the second network operator, 

- connecting the members of the PoCrgroup of the second network 
operator from the side of the first network operator, and 

- synchronising the PoC application servers to each other. 



20 2. Method for push-to-talk communication between the members of an 
existing pusb-to-talk communication session within a first communication 
network, operated by a first network operator, and a group of an additional 
communication network, operated by a second network operator, using a PoC 
application server in each communication network, comprising the steps of; 

- connecting the additional group to each of the existing groups of the 
session, and 

- synchronising the PoC application server of the additional group to the 
previously synchronised PoC application servers, whereby the PoC 
application server of the additional group is identified by an address 

30 derived from the group address. 
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3. Method for operating a push-to-talk communication according to claim 1 
or 2. characterised in that the synchronisation is carried out automatically by 
the PoC application servers. 

4. Method for operating a push-to-talk communication according to claim 1 
or 2, characterised in that the synchronisation is carried out whenever a user 
requests update of all group members of the PoC groups before sending a 
PoC message. 
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5- System for push-to*talk communication between push-to-talk groups of 
at least two communication networks, characterised by 
one common group management system (6) and at least one subsystem for 
each network operator consisting of at least one Push-to-Talk communication 
application server (4, 14). 

6. System according to claim 5. characterised in that the communication 
networl<8 are radio communication networks. 
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